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Myth 1: It was a great year for polling.

29 of the last 30 polls under-estimated the Obama lead. Only one
(Democracy Corps) was too high. p < 0.0000001!



It would have been a lot worse 2 weeks earlier.

Only 5 polls had Obama leading. 11 had Romney ahead and 3 were
tied after the second debate.



Myth 2: The Romney and Sandy Surges
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The McCain Surge?
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What was the impact of the debate?

October 4-10

Sept. 7-14 Obama Romney Undecided Not Vote Total

Obama 93% 3% 4% 1% 44%
Romney 3% 94% 3% 1% 41%
Undecided 19% 19% 56% 6% 10%
Not Vote 10% 13% 14% 63% 5%

Total 45% 42% 9% 4% 100%
Net Change +1% +1% -1% -1%



Some more data



Candidate Perceptions
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Before and after the debate
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Persuadeable Voters



Myth 3: It was all about turnout

Turnout Rates for Registered Voters
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Turnout by Gender (Registered Voters)
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Turnout by Age (Registered Voters)
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Turnout by Race (Registered Voters)
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Is there a better way?


