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Statewide Ballot Propositions in

California’s 2012 Elections

Among the 11 statewide ballot initiatives included in the 2012
elections in California were 8 salient measures tracked by
the state’s major public polls. They included:

» Prop. 30, Governor Brown'’s tax increase initiative for the
schools.

» Prop. 31, a state budget reform initiative sponsored by
California Forward.

» Prop. 32, a business-sponsored initiative to prohibit union
payroll deductions for political contributions.

» Prop. 34, to repeal the death penalty and replace it with
life in prison without the possibility of parole.

» Prop. 36, to modify the state’s “three strikes” criminal
sentencing law.

» Prop. 37,to require labeling for all genetically modified
foods.

» Prop. 38, an alternate school funding tax increase
initiative sponsored by wealthy civil rights attorney Molly
Munger.

» Prop. 39, an initiative modifying the way multi-national
businesses are taxed, sponsored by wealthy hedge fund
manager Tom Steyer.
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Trend of California voter preferences on

Prop. 30, the Governor’s tax increase initiative
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Factors affecting voting preferences on

Proposition 30

% Voting Yes on Prop. 30

Governor Brown job rating

(46%) Approve 71%
(37%) Disapprove
(17%) No opinion
Amount voters feel \
they pay in state taxes
(38%) More than | should 28%
(47%) About the right amount 58%
(8%) Less than | should 72%

Concerns about spending N

cuts if Prop.30 rejected

(58%) Very concerned 68%
(21%) Somewhat concerned 34%
(17%) Not concerned 13%

State can provide roughly \

same level of services even if _

its budget is cut by $6 billion

(22%) Agree strongly 19%
(26%) Agree somewhat 38%
(20%) Disagree somewhat 62%
(24%) Disagree strongly 83%

Source: Late October 2012 Field Poll.
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Trend of California voter preferences on

Prop. 31, the state budget reform initiative

No voters

60.5%

F
39.5%
24%
o 25.0%
21%
Yes voters
Mid-September Mid-September Mid-October Election
Field Poll PPIC Poll PPIC Poll Outcome

The Field Poll



Table 5

Trend of California voter preferences on
Prop. 32, the payroll deductions for political

contributions initiative

NoO voters

56.6%

Yes voters
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Field Poll Field Poll

The Field Poll



litt

right a

The Field Poll

Too

15%

32%

Table 6

\oter perceptions of the influence
that labor unions and corporations
have in California politics

6% No opinion

le

Too much
influence

About the 47%

mount

Labor Unions

5% No opinion

Too
little
11%

About the

right amount
17% Too much

influence
67%

Corporations

Source: September 2012 Field Poll.



Trend of California voter preferences on

Prop. 34, to repeal the death penalty
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Table 8

How views about the death penalty
and life in prison without parole relate to

voting preferences on Prop. 34

% voting Yes on Prop. 34

Which is cheaper to apply?

(53%) Death penalty more
expensive

(31%) Death penalty
cheaper

What does life in prison
without parole mean?

(47%) Guarantees prisoner 24%
won't be released \
(42%) Doesn't guarantee

this

How often are
innocent people executed?

(47%) Too often 67%

(45%) So rarely it's

o)
unimportant Lo

Source: Late October 2012 Field Poll.
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Table 9

Trend of California voter preferences
on Prop. 36, the three strikes

criminal sentence reform initiative

Yes voters
69.3%
66% N
>— 63%
_k
30.7%
20% jz%/.
k
No voters
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Table 10

Trend of California voter preferences
on Prop. 37, the genetically modified food

labeling Initiative

Yes voters

61%

No voters
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USC/LA Times Poll USC/LA Times Poll Outcome
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Trend of California voter preferences on

Prop. 38, the Munger tax increase initiative

NoO voters 71.3%

0
Yes voters 28.7%

February Late May  Early July  Mid-Sept. Late Oct. Late Oct. Election
Field Poll Field Poll Field Poll Field Poll (Wave 1) (Wave 2) Outcome
Field Poll Field Poll

The Field Poll



Trend of California voter preferences on Prop. 39,

the business tax for energy funding initiative
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